There’s no road on the
North East coast of the
Island, but there is a
footpath from the
charming Bridge to
Nowhere upwards.



Man Made Stuff to Visit

Amazing though the scenery Is, you'd miss out
If you were to let the cultural and historical
aspects of Harris and Lewis pass you by.

Here are some tips, although they barely
scratch the surface...



Lewis Chessmen are
all over the place — the
kind you may play with,
that is.

This life-size carving is
near Uig beach on the
west coast of Lewis.

The beach is amazing,
by the way, but no
more so than some of
the others and it’s, well,
a bit of a step!




The Bridge To Nowhere

(But there is a
footpathl)




Callanaish

This is one of the most
famous sites on Lewis
and it's about 25
minutes away from
Sealladh Aluin.

It's pre-historic, the
stones are laid in the
shape of a Celtic
Cross and no one is
quite sure why.

It's a must.



Lewes Castle

This isn’t open to public although the gardens are.

It’s just near
Stornoway...






Dun Carloway Broch

This is a real find, on the road from Callanaish to the Butt.



This shows the scale a little better.



You can climb up inside
It, too...

...but watch your head!



And you can
stand up on
the top.

If your insides can take it, that Is...it's
guite high and quite narrow!



The ancient ones knew how to pick a good piece of real
estate...



Blackhouses

So named because of
the peat fires that were
used inside, blackening
the inside of the house,
Blackhouses were
inhabited by islanders
until the 1960s-1970s.

You must must visit one
or two.

There are a few around,
there’s a village of them at
Gearrannan and a really
wonderful example of one
at Arnol.

Both are off the road
from Callanaish to the
Butt.



Blackhouse Village, Gearrannan



St Clement’s church

This church on the far south coast of Harris is really worth a visit.

Do have a wander
around the
churchyard too, the
details on the
graves give a
really interesting
insight into the life
of the community.



Inside St
Clement’s
you can
climb up the
tower for
some
beautiful
VIEWS.



lolaire Memorial

This is a monument to
a tragic story.

At the end of WW1, on
1st January 1919, a
ship called the lolaire,
carrying soldiers
returning from the war,
sank just out of
Stornoway harbour,
with the loss of 205
men.

It remains one of
Britain’s worst
peacetime maritime
disasters; and
represents something
of a mystery.



Barvas

Barvas church is where the Hebridean Revival

of the 1950s broke out.



Places to spend...

We’'re sure you won't want to go all that way without
bringing back a souvenir or two. So we’ve added in
some of our favourite places to shop...

What really makes these places special is that the =~
people who run them, many of them ‘incomers’ from
the mainland, are lovely, chatty folk who are

passionate about the island and their chosen way of
life.

Not to mention also being very
talented and creating some
beautiful things...



“Remember the Sabbath Day and
keep it holy...”

Just a reminder, pretty much everything is
closed on a Sunday.

The churches often have one Gaelic and
one English language service in a day; If
you decide to go, do remember to dress
up. Jackets and ties for boys, skirts and
hats for girls. Honestly.



Stornoway

Stornoway has
pretty much
everything that
you'd need.
There’s a Co-
Op and a
Tesco, lots of
gift shops and a
Tourist
Information
office.
Apparently you
can sometimes
see seals — on
Fridays!



One of the
requirements for
cloth to carry the
Harris Tweed
label is that it is
woven in a
cottage industry.

Many of these
are open for
you to wander
in and chat to
the islanders
who often spin,
dye and weave
their own yarn,

Harris Tweed

All we have met are welcoming, And if you like tweed, you'll find it's
charming and delighted to chat to you much cheaper to buy it directly from
about what they are doing; and what you the weavers. And you have a story

are doing, come to that.

to tell to go with it...



Take the A859 south, beyond Tarbert and
keep going until you see a sign for Geocrab.
Follow this and then follow the signs for the
Skoon Art Cafe.

Really, go. It's lovely. The
scones are great, the art is
beautiful and the people are
very friendly.

And the view’s not bad,
either.



Oiseval Gallery

James Smith is from near York used to work for
Rowntrees and now lives and takes rather nice photos
on Lewis.

The gallery is
on the A858, a
few miles north
of the
Blackhouses
and a tiny bit
south of the
junction with the
A857.

One of his
pictures is in
Sealladh Aluin, in
the hall near the
dining room.



Borgh Pottery

The couple that
run the pottery
are from
Lancashire.

The pottery is
full of beautiful
things, most of
which they’ve
made.

They don’t
make the
candles in the
shape of
vegetables.



Eilean Oir

This little

| The workshop
jewellery IS in a little
business is shed to the
signposted from side of the
the A859 from house.
Sealladh Aluin to

Stornoway.

Again, the couple
who live there are

When you have a English.

bit of time, it's
worth a detour.

And their garden is worth a look in
its own right...



Scalpay Linen

To reach Scalpay, go to
Tarbert on the A859, then
turn left.

Once you reach the island

(over a road bridge), keep

going past the lottery funded

playground that isn’t open on

Sundays and up the hill a

little.

The wife is from London; the husband

This small, corrugated iron shed is a descendent of the St Kildans.

houses the most barking-mad
business ever.

And between them they weave linen
which is used for all manner of things
from tablecloths to wedding dresses....

...to part of Captain Jack Sparrow’s costume from the
Pirates of the Caribbean!



And finally...

Hope that’s given you some ideas.

Let us know what you’ve done — and what
you've discovered that no one told you
about!

Happy Holiday!






